FATALITY
that book. I need not repeat them here. They are obvious. They can and must be corrected, and then perjury will cease. Now it is the despair of magistrates and judges who want to know the truth. Many, however, do not. They are content to know the law, and that it is all that is required of them. It must be remembered that what a famous English judge said is true. " I do not sit here to administer justice, but law." Courts will have to be entirely reorganised before they can administer justice. All the perjury that occurs is debitable to the system they administer, not to defects in the parties or witnesses.
A criminal trial should be a discovery of the truth and a diagnosis of the cause, so as to prevent its recurrence and cure him in whom it has occurred. An offence is the result of an illness. What is the illness and what the cure ? In such an enquiry no one would be more glad to help than the accused. No one hates crime as he does who suffers from it. Let this always be remembered, for it is of the very essence of the truth. He has felt himself powerless in some grip of Fate which terrifies him. He knows the defect is a great deal in society, only partly in himself, and that it is never in his "will." He resents his crime, he does not "repent" it He bitterly resents being punished for it, because he knows it will only make him worse. He wants to